Parnell
that the Celtic nature, like the Latin nature, is a cruel nature,
and that it can very easily change its appearance from that of
a sorrowful lady into that of a raging hag* Between the
years 1878 and 1880 there was an immense amount of
appalling crime in Ireland* Parnell, as the whole of his
life proves* detested crime and cruelty. Stories of brutality
done to Irish peasants had first roused his resentment against
England* " My brother* I know/' says Mr* J* H* Parnell
in his Life, " always set his face strongly against outrage
of any kind* As a last extremity, he might have consented
to lead an army in "the field; but the idea of cowardly attacks
on individuals* and above all the maiming of animals, repelled
him to the last degree*" Davitt and he, on Davitt's instiga-
tion, sent a circular, which Davitt drafted, to all the branches
of the Land League, warning them against outrages, particu-
larly those against animals* Davitt, indeed, did not spare
himself during this dark time in his efforts to dissuade the
people from violent acts, and he travelled up and down the
length of Ireland, exhorting them, wherever he went, to
remember that crime is futile and to keep their hands clean*
The exhortations were in vain*
Parnell, until the time when Davitt returned from America
to plead for a more civilised agitation, was uncertain of
himself* He believed that the English people would not pay
any attention to the needs of Ireland until they were forced
to do so* At Manchester, on July 15, 1877, he told a large
audience that he did " not believe in a policy of conciliation
of English feeling or prejudices* I believe that you may
go on trying to conciliate English prejudice until the day
of judgment, and that you will not get the breadth of my
nail from them* * * * Did we get the abolition of tithes by
the conciliation of our English taskmasters ? No; it was
because we adopted different measures* Did O'Connell
gain emancipation for Ireland by conciliation? * * * Catholic
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